Common Core State Standards (CCSS) Comparison to KY English Language Arts
State Standards
The intent of this crosswalk is to help in the understanding of how the Common Core Standards in
English Language Arts compares with current expectations Kentucky has for students and to inform
thinking about the implementation of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS).
As you begin your review of the comparison of the K-12 Common Core Standards in English Language
Arts to Kentucky’s current Program of Studies (POS), you will notice that often a POS standard is
repeated for more than one CCSS. This simply indicates that a given POS standard matched more than
one CCSS. Also, a slight modification in notation for the POS standard is used. The key and an example
follow to illustrate the coding and organization. The wording and punctuation of the KY POS standards
are presented in their original form.
In this document, the POS standard will be displayed in the following way:
•
•
•
•

•
•

an abbreviation of Kentucky (KY),
the grade or grade span covered by the standard (K-3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9-10, 11-12 or 9-12),
strand (I = Inquiry, R= Reading, W= Writing, SLO= Speaking, Listening, Observing),
the Big Idea (F= Forming a Foundation, U= Developing an Initial Understanding, I= Interpreting
Text, R= Reflecting and Responding to Text, D= Demonstrating a Critical Stance, C=Writing
Content, S=Writing Structure, WC= Writing Conventions, P=Writing Process),
a code type of expectation (EU= Enduring Understanding or SC= Skill/Concept,
then followed by the standard itself.

Example:
KY.4.R.F.SC.2 Students will apply context and self-correction strategies in reading. (This is Kentucky.
Grade 4. Reading. Forming a Foundation Big Idea. Skills and Concepts, bullet 2 which is the same
as EL-4-FF-S2 as noted in the POS).
Note that standards in English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and
Technical Subjects will be aligned to the specific content areas when those standards are adopted
Therefore, the literacy across content areas section is not included in this alignment document. .

The following Ratings Summary was used to indicate the degree of match (DM) for each of the current KY
POS English Language Arts standards. Examining the strength of the match (excellent, good, weak) in
various strands and at various grade levels and noting the CCSS that are not matched to KY POS
standards may prove helpful in determining implications for the implementation of the CCSS.

Ratings Summary
3 = Excellent match which means that concepts and skills addressed in the CCSS are also included in
the state standards and expectations in both verb/performance and content/topic are equivalent. If the
specificity is different, but the content and performance expectations are similar or if a state standard
went beyond the expectations of the CCS, a rating of 3 could be given.
2 = Good match which means part of a compound state standard applies to the CCSS and part does
not or minor aspects of the CCSS are missing (or addressed more broadly/generally than the CCSS). The
CCSS may use a different verb than the state standard, but if the content is similar then could be rated a
2.
1 = Weak match which means the major aspects of the CCSS are not addressed; standards may be
related but only generally. A rating of 1 might indicate a skill that is a building block to the CCSS.
*Note: If the CCSS is compound and the state standard only addresses one of the expectations,
the state standard would get a rating of 1 or 2.

The columns in the crosswalk document with the following labels indicate the grade-level differences
between KY’s POS standards and the Common Core State Standards:
G= grade-referring to the grade assigned by CCSS
MG=matched grade –referring to the grade level of the Program of Studies statement
GD=grade difference-referring to the difference, if any, between the G and the MG
A positive number in the Grade Difference column indicates that the standard appears in a lower grade
level of the KY POS and has been moved to a higher grade level in the CCSS; a negative number in the
Grade Difference column indicates that the standard appears in a higher grade level of the KY POS and
has been moved to a lower grade level in the CCSS. *Note: If a POS standard is not matched, grade level
differences between the Common Core State Standards and KY POS standards could not be considered.
•

CCSS grade 5 matched to POS grade 4 would yield a 1

•

CCSS grade 7 matched to POS grade 8 would yield a -1

•

Grade spans such as K-3, 9-10, and 11-12 could yield a range of values

During this transition year, this crosswalk document comparing the Common Core State Standards in
English Language Arts with the current English Language Arts expectations in the Kentucky Program of
Studies is offered to help inform instruction, plan professional learning, and determine curriculum material
needs.

